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1) Introduction:

■My question: Should conscientious 

objections be protected outside the 

context of health care? 



2) The Integrity Thesis:

■ Conscientious objectors in the context of 

health care should be afforded professional 

protection (with some qualifications) because 

violations of moral integrity result in significant 

harms to people who are required to act 

against their own consciences.



3) The Exclusivity Thesis:

■The professional protections 

described in the integrity thesis 

should be provided exclusively 

to health care professionals.
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■ 4A: Physicians are self-employed individuals and can ‘quit’ 
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6) Conclusions:

■ The most plausible justifications for the exclusivity 

thesis involve giving up on the integrity thesis and 

finding other ways of arguing that the integrity of 

health care professionals is ethically important. If we 

want to maintain the integrity thesis, we would likely 

have to extend the right to conscientiously object far 

beyond the context of health care. 


