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3 points 



 

 

u  A discourse is a way of talking about the 
world which encodes a particular 
worldview.  



 

 

u  Discourses can encourage people to 
destroy or protect the environment  



 

 

u  The aim is not only to analyze discourses 
but to change them.  





u  Well it’s going to look fantastic weatherwise for tomorrow…anything that 
you’ve got planned outdoors will be unspoiled, glorious sunshine, some very 
high temperatures… (WF2: 12 July) 



u  risk of some patchy light rain and drizzle (WF1: 26 June) 
u  risk of some sea fog (WF2: 4 July) 
u  risk of picking up some coastal fret (WF2: 6 July)  
u  risk of some misty low cloud (WF2: 7 July) 
u  threat at times of some low cloud or some coastal mist or fog (WF1: 6 July) 
u  no threat of any showers (WF2: 21 July) 
u  Well it’s going to look fantastic weatherwise for tomorrow…anything that 

you’ve got planned outdoors will be unspoiled, glorious sunshine, some very 
high temperatures… (WF2: 12 July) 



Fed up with wet summers and ice cold 
winters? Take a break from the traditional 
British weather and get away to one of  our 
destinations for all-year-round sunshine 
holidays. Choose from the sun-soaked 
shores… you can enjoy great sunshine 
holidays at any time of  year…for action 
packed sun holidays (Thomson Holidays) 







Dear Dr Stibbe, 
 
Many thanks for your letter and the points that 
you raised. We consider them to be completely 
valid and your letter has been passed on to the 
publicity department… 
 
Smile  

 





 

 

One more point 



Ecosophy 

(simplified example) 

u  Reduction of consumption and waste 

u  Redistribution so that all can fulfil their 
basic needs 

u  Reconnection with others and nature to 
fulfil higher needs 



Destructive Discourses 



the discourse of  lifestyle magazines 



The Ford Escape will help you aspire to a whole new level of  fitness 





The US version of  Men’s Health magazine at 
the time you analysed it was certainly extreme… 
(Men’s Health UK Editor)  



grumpy bull 

farmer with shotgun 

barbed wire 

Enjoy the freshness of 
the outdoors in the 
safety of your own 
home.  

advertising discourse 





the discourse of animal industries 
death losses 
euthanasia 
boar power 
sow durability 
sow breakdown  
processed pigs 
volume of  pigs 
meat-type animal 
pig performance 
cull sow 
(Pork Industry 
Handbook) 

an efficient flow of  feed, hogs and waste 
(Pork Industry Handbook).  



Carcass damage from handling and bird struggle during 
the kill does occur in broilers (Poultry Science – industry 
journal) 



From (Poultry Science 2008) 
 
Scholars (Stibbe, 2003; Linzey, 2006) have 
suggested that industry discourse characterizes 
animals in ways that objectify them and obscure 
morally relevant characteristics such as animal 
sentience.  



Although an analysis of  discourse may seem 
odd and irrelevant to animal and poultry science 
… 



Although an analysis of  discourse may seem 
odd and irrelevant to animal and poultry science 
… this type of  examination is illuminating.  



It may be necessary to reconsider several 
aspects of  animal production relative to 
ideology, discourse, and practice…a real ethic of  
care and respect for animals must be embodied 
not just in our practices but also in the internal 
and external discourse of  animal agriculture.
(Poultry Science 2008)  



Counter Discourses 



…the structural elements of  an ecosystem are stocks of  biotic and abiotic 
resources (minerals, water, trees, other plants and animals), which when 
combined together generate ecosystem…services (ecology textbook)  

the discourse of  ecology 



Ecosystem services that have been degraded 
over the past 50 years include capture 
fisheries…At least one quarter of important 
commercial fish stocks are overharvested… 
(Millennium Ecosystem Assessment) 



Dear Dr. Stibbe, 
 

Many thanks for sending this article, which is extremely 
interesting!  I very much appreciate this type of  analysis and 
also think that your conclusions are quite correct.  There is no 
question but that we framed the assessment in extremely 
anthropocentric terms...but ideally in the future assessments 
might be able to provide a better balance here. Thanks again 
for sending this to me and for your work!  

Sincerely, 
Walt Reid 

Director of  the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment  
 



the discourse of  conservation 





In the animal liberation movement ‘The animals 
are nothing more than objects to which something 
is done. (Tester) 

the discourse of  animal rights 



discourses 

alternative  



the discourse of  new economics 



OLD ECONOMICS 

u  consumers 
maximise their 
satisfaction through 
purchase  

u  consumers are 
never satisfied or 
satiated; more is 
always better, even if 
just a little better. 
(economics 
textbook) 

     NEW ECONOMICS 

u  [moving away] from utilitarian 
efficiency, and towards our true 
state of gratitude: of reverence for 
what we have received and of 
desire to give equally, or better, 
from our endowment. We wish to 
leave the world a more beautiful 
place than we entered it. (Sacred 
Economics) 



The discourse of lyrical science 
 

u  For thousands upon 
thousands of years 
the salmon have 
known and followed 
these threads of 
fresh water that lead 
them back to the 
rivers. (p.122) 



the discourse of  haiku 



an old pond 

a frog leaps in 

sound of the 
water 

haiku 



an old pond 

a frog leaps in 

sound of the 
water 

An old ecosystem service provider 

A biotic component leaps in 

Sound of aquatic resource 



春なれや/名もなき山の/朝霞  
Spring is here / morning mist / on a nameless mountain Bashō  
 
梅の樹の/かたちづくりす/初時雨   
Sculpting the shape / of  the plum tree / first winter rain Kitō 
 
春雨や/木の間に見ゆる/海の道   
Spring rain / visible through the trees / a path to the sea Otsuni   



Japanese animation 



Humankind has not 
woven the web of  life.  
We are but one thread 
within it.  Whatever we 
do to the web, we do to 
ourselves.  All things 
are bound together.  All 
things connect.  ~ 
Chief  Seattle, 1855 
 

Native American 
Discourses 



Transition Discourse 





The Dark Mountain 



We live in a time of  social, economic and ecological 
unravelling. All around us are signs that our whole way of  
living is already passing into history. 



u  We	
  believe	
  that	
  the	
  roots	
  of	
  these	
  crises	
  lie	
  in	
  the	
  stories	
  we	
  have	
  
been	
  telling	
  ourselves.	
  We	
  intend	
  to	
  challenge	
  the	
  stories	
  which	
  
underpin	
  our	
  civilisa*on:	
  the	
  myth	
  of	
  progress,	
  the	
  myth	
  of	
  
human	
  centrality,	
  and	
  the	
  myth	
  of	
  our	
  separa*on	
  from	
  ‘nature’.	
  
These	
  myths	
  are	
  more	
  dangerous	
  for	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  
forgo?en	
  they	
  are	
  myths.	
  

u  Humans	
  are	
  not	
  the	
  point	
  and	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  planet.	
  Our	
  art	
  will	
  
begin	
  with	
  the	
  a?empt	
  to	
  step	
  outside	
  the	
  human	
  bubble.	
  By	
  
careful	
  a?en*on,	
  we	
  will	
  reengage	
  with	
  the	
  non-­‐human	
  world...	
  



u  'bacon, ham, pork è  'pig flesh'  

u  'pork producer' è 'pig enslaver'  

u  'cull' is 'murder'  

u  'farm' è 'confinement facility‘  

u  farmer è 'nonhuman-animal exploiter'  

u  animal X other-than-human-being  

u  wild animal è free living non-human, 
non-"domesticated" nonhuman (Dunayer)  

Political correctness 



'You mean at a fast food 
counter it would list 
"murdered bovine with 
brutally massacred swine 
strips" when all I want is a 
bacon burger? What a 
JOKE!‘ (respondent) 



Poetic activism 

u  Richard Rorty appreciates 'the power of language 
to make new and different things possible and 
important - an appreciation which becomes 
possible only when one's aim becomes an 
expanding repertoire of alternative descriptions 
rather than The One Right Description' 



u  Kenneth Gergen While verbal hygiene represents its 
prescribed alternatives as more accurate, truthful or 
'correct', poetic activism promotes 'provocative and 
compelling ways of talking and writing, that unsettle 
common sense, taken for granted realities, and invite 
others into new dialogic spaces' 



u  Gary Snyder: It may be argued that what language 
does to our seeing of reality is restrictive, narrowing, 
limiting, and possibly misleading. “The menu is not 
the meal.” But rather than dismiss language we must 
instead turn right back to language. The way to see with 
language, to be free with it is to know mind and 
language extremely well and to play with their many 
possibilities 



u  David Abram: There can be no question of simply 
abandoning literacy, of turning away from all writing. 
Our task, rather, is that of taking up the written word, 
with all of its potency, and patiently, carefully, writing 
language back into the land. Our craft is that of 
releasing the budded, earthy intelligence of our words, 
freeing them to respond to the speech of the things 
themselves - to the green uttering-forth of leaves from 
the spring branches. 



"Hog," to many people means any 
obscenely rotund beast with a 
tropism for mud who trundles 
filthily along oinking (Hedgepeth 
1998, 21) 

We rely upon the hog in many ways for support and 
for a sense of  definition - definition of  ourselves, for 
instance, as presumably superior, handsomer and all-
round more legitimate creatures.  It's in this way that 
we subconsciously employ the hog (ibid 200) 



u  The all-pervasive essence of Hog had resonated 
across time and insinuated itself deep into…our 
collective mind.  [We are] awaiting some 
hopeful opportunity to transcend ourselves…
[and pigs provide]…an ideal agent for inducing 
us to break our narrow containments…and 
thereby scale new heights of enlightenment and 
psychic liberation 



u  And so we go on about the routine exploitation 
of our hogs in the name of Agriculture or 
Industry & Commerce or Cheaper Pork; and in 
the end it all contributes to the vast-scale 
devaluation of life itself, for one cannot deny 
the legitimacy of another creature without 
diminishing one's own (Hedgepeth 1998:199) 







u  Sunbed industry  
u  Wedding industry 
u  Stuff magazine + the gadgeteer 
u  Navy recruitment advertisements 
u  Travel industry 
u  Credit card companies and financial discourse 
u  Dark mountain discourse 
u  Perfume and cosmetic advertisements 
u  Weather forecasting 
u  Native American and Japanese discourses 
u  Green Parenting magazines… 


