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This study explores the effect that learners’ L1 and proficiency have on lexical complexity in 
the Trinity Lancaster Corpus (TLC). The TLC is a 4.2-million-word learner corpus of spoken 
L2 English. It is based on the Graded Examination in Spoken English (GESE), administered 
by Trinity College London, a large international examination board. Different measures of 
vocabulary knowledge have been proposed in the field and lexical complexity plays a key role 
among them (Kyle, 2019). However, few studies have investigated lexical complexity in 
spoken L2 production (e.g. Crossley et al., 2019). This study uses the new Lex Complexity 
Tool which includes indices specifically tailored to analyse spoken language. It examines three 
proficiency levels (B1, B2, and C of the CEFR), looking into lexical diversity and sophistication, 
and their relationship with test-takers’ L1. The results show a significant main effect of both 
learners’ L1 (η2 = .18) and proficiency (η2 = .10) on lexical diversity and sophistication scores. 
Implications for SLA, language assessment, and language teaching will be discussed.   
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