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Day one got off to a great start, finding out about
everybody’s research interests, and by the first
Elenary lecture, I already felt that I'd got to

now the group!

Charlotte Sleigh began with a fascinating discussion
concerning the “coincidence” that was the
simultaneous births of the novel and modern
science. Charlotte pointed out that both were
about the quest for Truth and meaning during
an otherwise troubled period where anxieties
about truth claims were prominent. I was

articularly interested to be reminded of the

ragility of the 1660s, circumstances which
meant that the formation of the Royal Society
was necessarily controversial (since people were
banned from meeting together privately for
discussions). Reflecting on how the curtailment
of what people were permitted to talk about
limited t%e oyal Society’s scope, and must have
dictated research, my attention was drawn to the
artificial conception we can have of Science as a
naturally objective discipline.

Our lecture really brought out the underlying political
issues in the dedicatory epistle to the Ié’.ng in
Sprat’s text; my group were interested in the
irony that such a letter was actually produced
two years after the society had first met. In our
discussions about the importance of vernacular
and claims to objectivity, Sharon made an
interesting reference to Donna Haraway, who
argued that Scientists pertain to their
disinterestedness, but should acknowledge their
own prejudices and allegiances. So this session

ot us thinking in general about to what extent

cience can claim to be outside of ideology and
subjectivity; the comparison with twentieth
century thought brought out the power of
historical context to determine how we view
Science.
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O Session One - Dr
Mark Llewellyn. It
was great to hear from
Mark about his own
brilliant work in the
library, and about
Gladstone’s coding
system for his
reading! Mark talked

The Problem of Gladstone’s to us about GladCat,

Books and the detailed
searches it produces
which sound really
useful, taking into
account Gladstone’s
own notes. This was
generally a really
important session in
learning more about
the “man behind the
books”, and the
history of the library
itself.

ol Especially exciting for me was being able to see Gladstone’s
own copies of Observations on Man. Both volumes had
annotations and I was able to identify the coding system from
Mark’s notes (from the number of + signs it seemed Gladstone
enjoyed Hartley’s text, and was obviously particularly keen on
the religious sections!)  hadn’t even seen another copy of
Observations, so being able to handle a copy that had been read
by someone so prominent was fascinating.

Dr Mark Liewellyn
(University of Liverpool)
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I think the overriding questions we came back to were “What is English
Literature?” and “What is the value of Literature?”. These are the questions
that Literary critics are united in and need their own special approach to
answer. Chatting “across the disciplines” was helpful in disallowing us to

ake the unique nature of our discipline’s identity for granted; it was also
portant because we had to account for our approach to others, and
recognise how other methods could be useful. I was particularly fascinated to
hear about the differences between inter- and multi- disciplinary work and the

and fascin issues that such research implies.



Stephanie Snow’s session

useful in alerting us to the ca

was impressive to be given an a

until the present day in such deta

Holistic approach to the body reoccu

four humours, and the idea of “balance
alternative therapies and our general unde

I had been used




Manuscripts

Roger Chartier “No text exists outside of the support that enables it
to be read; any comprehension of a writing, no matter what kind it is,
depends on the forms in which it reaches the reader”







Trying to decipher Humphrey Davy'’s letter!
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Session 6 was excellent and so rewarding in getting to grips
with the main arguments of the course as a whole.
Whereas before the week, I hadn’t read Beer or Levine’s
work on Literature and Science, as a group we were now
able to look at the texts more critically and see potential
problems within the arguments.

We became particularly aware of the ways in which some of
the critics (accidentally) still seemed to make Literature a
passive recipient of Scientific ideas. This was especially
clear in Levine’s work where he stated: ‘It is one culture,
then, in two senses: first, in that what happens in science
matters inevitably to what happens everywhere else, literature
included: and second, in that it is possible and fruitful to
understand how literature and science are mutually shaped by
their participation in the culture at large”. As Jeff pointed
out, he seems to be throwin% Literature and Science into
a type of “bucket” called culture, and so evading the
difficult issue of their interaction (particularly how
Literature effects Society and Science). This reflects the
general difficulty of quantifying and defining the value
of Literature.

Despite any “problems” with Beer’s 19" Century / Darwin-
centred focus, I remain really excited by the possibilities
that “The Remnant of the Mythical” opens up for
literary criticism and the relationship between Science
and Literature.
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Gillian Beer

I feel that Beer’s powerful opening to “The Remnant of the Mythical” deserves its own
slide since it’s SO great!!

Most major scientific theories rebuff common sense. They call on evidence beyond the
reach of our senses and overturn the observable world. They disturb assumed
relationships and shift what has been substantial into metaphor. The earth now

only seems immovable. Such major theories tax, affront, and exhilarate those who

first encounter them, although in fifty years they will be taken for granted, part of

the apparently common-sense set of beliefs which instructs us that the earth

revolved around the sun whatever our eyes may suggest. When it is first advanced,

a theory is at its most fictive. The awkwardness of fit between the natural world as

it is currently perceived and as it is hypothetically imagined holds the theory itself

for a time within a provisional scope akin to that of fiction.

MACKAY (as quoted in Beer)

A remnant of the mythical lurks in the very sanctuary
of science. Forms or theories ever fall short of nature,
though they are ever tending to reach a position above
nature, and may often be found to include more than
the maker of them at the time knew.
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ssion about was an excellent conclusion to the week in Wales! We
d the purpose of the approach (with some tryin§ to see its “positive sides'g but most of us
ith describing our actual reasons for dislike. These centred around its reductionist goals,
the arrogance in the intellectual imperialism it implies. It totally disregards the value of
which we decided it may not be ashamed to admit). In the introduction we read by
, he reflects proudly on his new-found Darwinist approach to literature that
ostility, and, most of all, fear" amongst the his fellow students and professors. He
of humanities criticism in a particularly scathing way: ‘I believed that the hard
inated the humanities had been definitively exposed by numerous and redundant
e same article, art is considered by the less severe David Sloan Wilson as ‘a
ure, as a source of insight, and even as a source of data that can be analysed

to look at texts is useful, but the method does not allow room

ther approaches, which seems to e main problem. As David Amigoni put it, each reading

ided by Literary Darwinism can o the same. For this reason, I can’t understand the longevity

so proud to own as one of its advantages or saving graces. It generally feels like a very

aging way to think about literature as it misses the point of what literary criticism and

re is, and is contemptuous of the sense of mystery that surrounds the arts. Although I'd like to

eryone is entitled to enjoy their experience of literature in the wa?r they prefer, I am reminded
euroscientists who seek to override emotional and aesthetic explanations of the arts with

oncept of “pleasure pathways” and reward systems in the brain; the biology just doesn’t account

an experience, feeling, aesthetics or value, and is it really interesting??

g Literary Darwinism as anot

Darwinism’s appeal definitely rests on its reactionary status, it's great to have it there to

encou literary critics to revalue and account for their work and the value of literature. I think
David Amigoni’s conclusion in his review article is an excellent way to sum up the issue of Literary
Darwinism:

“So while evolutionary analysis offers much to listen to, and is building some challenging bridging points, I would not
wish to cede the Darwinists the authority to run the interdisciplinary show”
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And not forg lovely tea and cake breaks in the dining room!! (Above: The lovely
i Naz, looking very ized!) Taken by Paul again!
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