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Discussion 
question 1

• What difficulties do 
students when writing 
in English as an 
additional language?

• How about students 
with SpLDs?

• How about other 
disabilities?

• How about L1 literacy?
• How about ethnic 

background?



Discussion 
question 2

• What can you do to 
help students 
overcome these 
difficulties?



Tips and suggestions
• Consider the authenticity/relevance of tasks 
• Creativity and engagement
• Real audience
• Gradual introduction of writing
• Multi-modal elements
• Genre choice
• Include planning activities such as brainstorming, creating mind-maps, outlines
• Make planning multi-sensory, e.g. organise ideas by manipulation of shapes and 

colours
• Break up the tasks into smaller sub-tasks
• Give enough time for writing
• Allow students to use aids for writing (e.g. spell checker, speech to text function, 

electronic dictionary)
• Consider the use of check-lists to guide learners and assist in self-evaluation
• Set a specific linguistic focus in the writing task (e.g. students to pay attention to the 

use of past tense)
• Be positive in your feedback
• Share/perform



Graduated levels 
of support



Authenticity and 
multi-modality



Comics for Inclusive English 
Language Learning https://ciell.eu/



Discussion 
question 3

• Design one writing task with an 
inclusive theme that follows some 
of the guidelines for writing task 
development.



• Did you know that Walt Disney, Leonardo da Vinci and Albert 
Einstein were dyslexic? Many famous dyslexic people ended up 
being really successful! Search the internet for two stories of 
dyslexic  people who have had or still have the perfect job and 
focus on what they achieved. Design a poster/PPT/write a 
song/story and tell us about what you have found!
• WHAT WILL YOU NEED?
• A computer, recorder or mobile phone.
• HOW YOU SHOULD GO ABOUT IT?
• Search the internet for two stories of famous dyslexic people.
• Think about how their dyslexia has helped them
• Prepare an outline using mindmapping or notes.
• Record your song/design your poster/PPT/write your story on 
those impressive stories focusing on what made them overcome 
these obstacles and how they became successful.
• Share your  poster/PPT/song/story with the class and listen to 
the podcasts prepared by other students. 



More resources
http://dystefl2.uni.lodz.pl/

10http://engage.uni-miskolc.hu/


