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r di@@d, no set goals

HWMS commonly referred to
@“f ilies”

as always allowed for non-
heterosexual and non-
heteronormative play

Core theories @,9% ¢

r\
= Stuart Hall- “The Other”
= We categorise the world ar; @so w ersta @re and society- that which
does not fit into these ered

= Judith Butler - Perc y ge d tdated we perform gender in ways
we perceive to be ‘corre,

= “Othering” comes fr, e ng @matlve performances challenge dominant
understandings of g&sefer as b|

= Henry Jenkins- “Partigj ry Culture” - Fandom is a space which invites
participation @
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Theme Definition @%

Exploration of Identities Players who cre@\faw“pkﬁ% heteron ive identities.

Subtheme: The Player’s Self-Identity Players whoke cl arac%@e‘ét\&/melv?@g)b identity.
Subtheme: Fan vs Casual Player %akes the%@wﬁ fans”. 6))

Reality vs Fantasy ﬁyers \A@ reallsm@@«vho use all the tools at their disposal to construct their families.
\\

<\<\

Adaptation )ers who L@ catlon or cheats in order to change the gameplay when creating their families.

Telling Stories

&y@vho use the game as a tool for their own creative freedom and expression in the families and

m narratives that they create.

“I didn’t mean for her to be LGBT” (p Players whose narratives changed due to autonomous behaviours of their game characters.

"Having ex@ﬁ’)@@y verse

charac e
. N\ 7
strive &@? ame

N—

EXPLORATION OF@@EWTITIES
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Binary Gender

- Players situated their characters
binary- this was emphasized

CUSTOM GENDER SETTINGS
(\x @ Frai
Z\
“ A\
: ) ,F minine
categories of man/woma

the e A Clothing Preference:
@
and how they performed : @
o | also found that making use nde, opt|
creating trans sims had pl@ forc’ hasis

./ Masculine
° Feminine
This Sim will be able to:
° Become pregnant

./ Get others pregnant

on “acting more feminine uline” completlng  Neither

their transition

Can this Sim use the toilet standing?

) Yes

°No

<

ims 4 City Living”

ked clothes, yet is labelled
o I will use gender neutral

- Spl@rs on the forum- players either
loggh gender through transitioning them to
e, imagined them as a butch lesbian or gave
%em a 'girly’ makeover.

- Darling also challenges heteronormativity, as they
are a teena?er living with roommates in a “family”
unit. They also do not have a family tree.




DARLING'S GENEALOGY

(64

Stereotyping S

- Rejection of heteronormativity thr g

mechanics (Traits) \l mg
- Heteronormative rela@ na %Ilen e

- Perception of a nor&twe r hip/%’“&

challenged through ‘che Q

- While The Sims may &rd plak or following the

heteronormative family stratu@, s not the only way

to play the game. o

SELECT TRAITS

&

Good Hates Children Insider

Loner

aranoi

Self-Absorbed
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Self-ldentity

: - Many of the posters revealed t @
their own identities fall withi
£ Queerumbrella

- Players use the game as a tool of
’ self-expression and exploratio

emphasising that the ability to
create marginalised identities a
resist heteronormativity has been
allowed by the game since The

| Sims1

"The fact gat Maxis have kept their opinions pro
he beginning (despite perceived

ly ttome, as there are so
@ o nge their opinions

to a r bottom line”

com
4

Conclusions @@g@ﬂ w@

t be who | wanted in reality, |

\" S
$ coul@ be anything in the sims”
o

&There's no discrimination about who you are or
people whispering behind your back. Not feeling
nervous if you'll be rejected for friendship or love”

o




