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Changing Childhood, New Direction

• My research explores the engagement practices of  10- to 16-year-olds in informal 
learning networks. This is motivated by studies indicating that student engagement tends 
to decline as children progress through school, particularly at transition points across 
phases (Fredricks et. al., 2019; Wigfield et al. 2015). 

• At about the same time as they are disengaging from school, research indicates that they 
are also engaging more with technology in informal, out-of-school online contexts (Burns 

& Gottschalk, 2019; OECD, 2019). 

• So, I became interested in what enables children to engage so well in their own settings, 
supported by technology.
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Changing Childhood, New Direction

Research Question:

What contextual factors enable engagement in the 
informal learning networks of 10- to 16- year-olds in 
London, UK and how? 
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Changing Childhood

• Conceptions of 
childhood

• 21st Century child 
with agency

o.eguara@lancaster.ac.uk
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New Direction

• Childhood
A model cognizant of present-day realities

• School
Reconceptualised for contemporary needs

o.eguara@lancaster.ac.uk
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"... the child for whom traditional formal 
educational settings have been created is 

fading out of existence. It is time to 
reconceptualise childhood, school and 

research." (Eguara, 2021)

Contact:

Blog: https://EguaraExchange.com 

Email: o.eguara@lancaster.ac.uk

Twitter: @OmaEguara

09

Thank you!

Q&A
Feedback, insights welcome
Connect for updates
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