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Precariousness and educational
Inequality

e Cultural values and norms (not
just financial barriers)

* Sense of dislocation from the
university (education for haves)

4 ‘I found myself at a university. \

UCC, and that is really... for rich
folks and for middle class people.
| felt as If even the walls were

—

\_ saying “you do not belong here Y

Teresa(Breaking the Barriers)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
National and international research has identified education as one of the most important factors in determining people’s life chances and a range of economic, personal and social benefits of education and lifelong learning have been well documented. 

However, the extent of educational inequality in Britain and Ireland, much of it geographically-, generationally- and class- based, has also been well documented. 

This can inhibit people’s full participation in society and result in cumulative precarity, for example as people become trapped in low paid work or unemployment.  

She also says “To me it was a foreign place”, “intimidating”


Precarious Dislocation

When | was at UCC In
the beginning, |
expected a gentle tap
on my shoulder and

someone saying “You
are the wrong person to
be here”

Frances (Breaking the Barriers)




Precarious Dislocation

The feeling Is that
education Is not for me...
UCC or CIT Is not on the
minds of the kids who live

here... there is still a huge
class divide
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University engagement
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Being able to imagine a university education – not being able to do so is bound up with a sense of not belonging to education, linked to the experience of poverty and disadvantage, depiction of being lazy, stigmatisation. 

Judith Butler’s distinction of:
precariousness – social vulnerability and exposure and 
precaritisation as an ongoing process – in education connected to intergenerational disadvantage, consequences of neo-liberalism, cultural stigmatisation and exclusion etc. 

How to build a more responsive, reflexive model of the university

Recent research by Harwood et al (2013) has also pointed to the significance of ‘imagining having a university education’, and like the quotes just shown highlights how many people believe that university is ‘not for the likes of us’.  Their Australian research explores  the perspectives of young people who live in disadvantaged areas, refugee youths living in Australia and indigenous Australian aborginals. 




Education and precariousness .

... education aims to provide
time and space for the
precarious existence of this
world and to preserve Its

Indeterminacy

 Vandenabeele, Reyskens and Wildemeersch (2011)
p204

It Is not about solving precariousness

It Is about being useful in a precarious
context




Networking
University

Increase
community
engagsment

All about
pertnerships
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How to connect the university to disadvantaged communities and support inclusive and diverse learning opportunities. 



Collaborative Culture

 Enable people to work with and demand
something of the university

e Partnership model between university and
community

« Community identify its own needs in dialogue
with university and other educational providers

 Identify educational needs throughout the life
cycle

 Intrinsic values of learning — not just about jobs

 Work orientation adopt ‘Reflexive Activation’
approach
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Models of university working in the community – connecting to and learning from communities

Enabling communities to take control (focusing on their assets and potentials, not just deficits and vulnerabilities)




Cork’s Learning
Environment:
Four Circles of

Learning

EcCoWell

Lifelong Learning
Festival

Learning
Neighbourhoods

UNESCO
Learning
City

&= UCC
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Design of Learning

Neighbourhoods

» Collaboration key =

* Public engagement Iin ' Al "2 X
both - R (R X
neighbourhoods. —_t Wi E

e Coordinating groups,
members from
community
stakeholders

* Agenda shaped by
regular local
meetings.

e Drew on approach of
Cork Lifelong
Learning Festival.




University
College
Cork
(ACE)

Learning
Neighbourhood
Partners:
community and

education
organisations

-
Apurt ConTinune Epucation at UCC

LEaRNING

Neighb@urhood

A Learning
Neighbourhood is an
area that has an
ongoing commitment
to learning,
providing inclusive and
diverse learning
opportunities for

Edcor'f whole communities
uacr?;'on through

Tosiiriing partnershlp and
Board collaboration.
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Neighbourhood Activities

Supporting and promoting ongoing
neighbourhood learning and events

Networking and connecting groups

New Initiatives:

25+ UCC Neighbourhood workshops with
academics from across university

Learning Neighbourhoods talks and events
at the Lifelong Learning Festival, April 2016

Ballyphehane Open Morning
Faces of Learning Poster Campaign
Knocknaheeny STEAM Education




ghbourhood Lectures

Learning Neighbourhoods Cork
March 14

Tomorrow in the Torytop Ballyphehane y Libr: arning
Neighbourhoods Cork will be hosti an duction to

tis happening in this moment, \
nd our ience".

Mind Full, or Mindful?

Learning Neighbourhoods Cork - photo

| be on in Hollyhill Library t at 11aml All are
welcome

ile Like Page

ure on "Healthy Food, Healthy
es Hollyhill. This
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Occuring both in the communities and the university

People need to gain familiarity with the university as a place – being within the campus – normalise and demystify the university environment.



Ballyphehane Learning Neighbourhoods
Open Morning, Lifelong Llearnin.g_FestivaI
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Faces of Learning
Photography and Exhibition
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STEAM Schools Science Education
Programme




- Presentation of certificates by Cork
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Presentation of certificates by Lord Mayor to
Ballyphehane and Knocknaheeny Learning
Neighbourhood Groups.




End of Year Lord Mayor’s
Reception

]

Faces of
Learning
participants

|
FACESHILEARNING |

College Cork, Ireland
a hOllscoile Corcaigh




End of Year Lord Mayor’s
Reception

Presentation of certificates by
Lord Mayor to UCC Lecturers
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How can the emerging model contribute to
the universities community engagement?

 Enhance the links and
partnership between
university and communities

e Bottom up rather than top
down

e Develop new Iinitiatives and
collaborations

 Promote and showcase NNET
lifelong learning and E-IEaRN ‘ \ G
celebrate and award good T

practice Neighb@urhood
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Driving familiarity with the university – a sense of expectation rather than exclusion
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