Drawing together a cuide for
Participatory Research

Addressing power and precarity

Power of Language: to include/exclude

Power of Concise Messages: they can Trump

other messages

Disparity in Audiences - Cultural Norms in
Academia & Communities
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Graphic Harvesting

Graphic harvesting — capturing the key meanings and ideas
in a visual format

the combination of graphics, text and colour can capture
meaning,

translate abstract ideas into images and communicates
content accessibly.

more effective for community audiences,

not a dumbed down version of the initial article but
drawing on multiple intelligences, other than linguistic to
assist understanding of participatory research.

“Words are how we think, stories are how we link”
* Native American proverb




Graphic Harvesting in practice
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Participatory Approaches — beyond research:-
capturing and communicating collective wisdom




Participatory Process/ Product
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This guide is for communities inberested in participatory ressarch with acedemics. It has been written by community members,
acivists and acadamics who hawe been involvad in research of this kind. It i intended o provids communitias with

1] the background 1o, anc motvations for, participatory ressarch
2 implications that communities should considar when dedding whather or not to participate in projects and

3] ly sbepm participants can tabs to minimize risks and madmize bensfits.

Why do
Partficipatory Research?

Working WITH

Traditicnal forms of academic reseanch, in which
Community inuakiemant is not scught from the outsat,
mighit be described as research gn communities
Participatory research is fooused on working with
COmMmUNities.

Functional AND Empﬂwﬁrirug- :

The rationals for using partidpatary ressarch may ba funconal, o
BNCOUNEge Community partidpation in arder i improve the
ussfulness of the ressanch to kocal people. For enampls, to help

C}
develop farming technalogies mars suited to the local area and {:‘
neads ar to improve reach and speed of adoption of new methods = @
and technolagies. Another reason may be for empawerment or ﬁ
social transformation, So strengthen local peaple’s capadty in @
dedsion-making, in ressarch, and in management of kocal
resounoss, in order to improve their esareness of opfions and 1o
stremgthen their ability to adt an their own behalf . Often

particpatory research is both fundiional and ampowering.
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Why do
Participatory Research?

For Academics..

Far academics, working with commurnitias can ﬁ N ; B N
- anhance and halp shaps the aims of reseanch, * 4 : :
- affer a better understanding of figlds of research and . I," .
- demansirate the relevance and value of projects in the red LN S
warld . and [thus its] contributicn to sooety e - -

For Cummuniﬁﬁs__ﬁiﬁ :

Far communities, it can be useful to note that anademics have partioular
skils related both fo exploning and understanding events and promesses
and ta artioulating ideas in written and spoken form. These skils can add
reight and value to a projed or campaign.

Academic invalament can also inmease acoountability fior community
researchers whers community uoices &re strong and engaged.

HQ._'-M




What Lssuves do Communities Need 1o be Aware of?

W hfp'

. . . L]
is the community ..

being contacted? ‘

Dizas the commurity have speciic collsctive resources, such as a sharsd idemtity or experience, or imterest which
anables a project to be devaloped? It is essential that the reasans for the contact are mada dear s that communitias
can undarsiand the impact of tha research an ther indnidual and colladive imerasts.

Are there any vested

interests at play in the
project?

I the project being pursued for reasans which may undsrmine interests within the community? t may be that the project is
of benefit i all paopls in the commurity; but it may also be that the ressarch is being funded or promoted by an
organization with inerests, perhaps fnancial, which pass challenges fior the community

What are the existing
interests of peaple within
the community?

It may be that a participatory projact enablss. community members to think senously about the ntune of their indiidual and
coflactive intarests. Often, thess inberests are imisibls, but it is wery impartant for communities to consider these imerests before
engaging in & project which may afiect peapls inunpredictable and unintanded ways.



To what extent can communities

collaboratively shape the research

i) and the way in which that research
can be conducted?

in parfidpabary research, it is expected that communities shaps the goals and naturs of the research with academics, It is
important that communities understand ther power to contral reseanch which affects their interests

v P
(<)
What are the practical and m

lagistical implications of the .’
project? L

Aasearch projacts concerning different areas of I require difierent resowrces [monsy, tima, spaces, tc | and differsnt formes of
participation with different implicetions for the community before, during and after the research is completed. 12 is essential that
thought is put into the longsr- as well as shorter-berm demands that & project places on people, ncluding after the acadamics have
left.

What training, if any, will be

required for community

7 members to engage in the
H project?

It may be that oommurity members existing sxpertisa, with regard, for exampls, to qitural Enowledge, is sufficent for the project to
procsad. Howsver, individusls may require research traming with regard, for example, 1o data colledion. This can be of great walus to
community members, anhandng their shil set, but it may also require time and effort that is devobed 1o other aress of life.

What, if any, funding is -

available and how will it be
managed?

Wil the furnding ba used to pey for research participants” time ar wil they work on a voluntary basis?



What ethical guidance
exists for the research?

Univarsities have ethical revisw procedures, which mean that research projects which invaive human beings wsually have to be
approved by research committess o ensune that the peapls invalued are treabed with respect and have their imerssts taken senousk;
Resaarchars warking in participatory projects will often develop ethical procedures in stages with communitiss to ansure that tha
praject retains the suppart of communities &s it procesds. This means that communities oftan have opporiunites to withdraw from
projects without further consequence, ensuring that communities hold great powar to shape research as it is taking placs.
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What methods of data g:f_'-_,
collection will be used? "

In soma cases, thare may be 2 nead for ‘beyond text’ methods, such as the use of ‘photounice’ or other arts-based approaches
[ze= Wang and Burris 1957), bo engage groups which may not have high levals of literacy or who may be more imterested in, and
angaged through, the usa of mare inncvative methods.

In what ways will data be
availzble and usedy

Linked to the sthical considenation, researchers have to ba dear about the use that they wish to make of data. Partidpants must be
made aware of the uses made of data and should always be awars of when contributions or information will not ba anonymous.

Who owns the % =
knowledge?

In collsberative reseanch projects, astablishing cwnership of the research i eszential. Puz simplg, wha is ecknowledged as contributing
1o the resasrch and how does that acknowledgement take place? Marsower, who gets to disseminats the findings of the project?
HAlthough thess issues appear to anise on completion of the reseanch, such questions of cwnarship need to ba rescheed in the initial
stages of the collaboration




What are the Key Steps?

it Famifiarize everyone with policies and
commerities nead to ansure procedures around ethics, such as handling
the Sallwing: personal data, equality and diversity and talk to
others who may have expenence of similar
research projeds.

Create & written working agreement or contract which sets dear

wills 5 beundaries, This can be flexible so amendments can be made as
the project and the partiopants develop. A working agreement
can include a framework for measuning the progress of your
research and cutiine besic agreed pracdices. It could also be
used to set clear guidelines and promote accountability for
agreed responsibilities, working as a wntten reference to
decisions that hawe been made.

Agree on ethical pnciples, protocod for safety, handling conflict @

and safeguarding.
ff?
3 Consider the effect of polioes and procedures thet particpants Tﬁ
may be bound to as part of their role within their community and
also those of the university
Involve participants in deasion making and governance of your F -

research project in order to promote democratic practice and
encourage debate on how to ensure all parties have the ability to be
heard in a fair and consistent way

Establish a language that can be understood by all to discuss

and plan processes and structure to make it easier to work , :
together.



Where Can 1T Find Out More?

(g Good Cubire and Frecorioumess Blog bt/ Wit aC i good- cusre
o> Commurtty-Arndemic Ressarch Lk, Unvertity Cobee Con:
® Forteipafory Pesenrth Futy Durbom Unieerity: bHpcS wwwilroc st Sl e priy

Thit guide wod produced ar part of & Brithh Acadersy Kaing Seor Ergodgerent Award (Porficipadory Bevenrchy \Werking ard
Commaricating with Communidee: ENTS00K)




What Next?

Apply or die... the killing effect of dust
Disseminate

Feedback from the field — from all
perspectives, from all contexts

...to be continued...



Thank You — Go ratbh maith agaioh
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