
Future Dead: Designing Disposal 
for Both Dead bodies and Digital 
Data 
PhD	
  Student	
  Jakob	
  Borrits	
  Sabra	
  
Aalborg	
  University	
  /	
  CDAS	
  Bath	
  University	
  



Futures	
  of	
  the	
  End	
  of	
  Life	
  	
  
Lancaster	
  University,	
  2016	
  

Phd	
  Student	
  Jakob	
  Borrits	
  Sabra	
  
Aalborg	
  University	
  /	
  CDAS.	
  Bath	
  University	
  



•  ‘In	
  everyday	
  usage,	
  the	
  word	
  “taboo”	
  refers	
  to	
  something	
  
prohibited,	
  forbidden,	
  by	
  custom	
  rather	
  than	
  by	
  law.	
  It	
  may	
  be	
  
something	
  too	
  terrible	
  even	
  to	
  think	
  of,	
  its	
  reality	
  denied’	
  (Walter	
  
1991:	
  295).	
  

•  "Moving	
  beyond	
  talking	
  about	
  taboo	
  in	
  relaWon	
  to	
  ‘death’	
  as	
  a	
  
homogenous	
  discursive	
  concept	
  could	
  enable	
  more	
  nuanced	
  and	
  
insighXul	
  invesWgaWon	
  into	
  the	
  environments	
  in	
  which	
  death,	
  and	
  
all	
  its	
  different	
  facets	
  (such	
  as	
  the	
  buried	
  body),	
  is	
  encountered	
  and	
  
experienced."	
  (Woodthorpe	
  in	
  Maddrill	
  &	
  Sidaway	
  2010:	
  71)	
  

Taboo	
  and	
  denial	
  of	
  death	
  in	
  the	
  
public	
  domain	
  



RQ:	
  How	
  is	
  death,	
  burial	
  and	
  disposal	
  of	
  the	
  body	
  perceived	
  by	
  a	
  BriWsh	
  urban	
  public?	
  	
  
	
  
RQ:	
  Has	
  death	
  has	
  been	
  liberated	
  from	
  social	
  and	
  individual	
  emoWonal	
  regulaWon	
  or	
  is	
  
it	
  constrained	
  by	
  societal	
  taboo	
  and	
  psychological	
  repression?	
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Re-­‐imagining	
  
death	
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Re-­‐mediaWng	
  	
  
death	
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Planning	
   Post	
  mortem	
  messaging	
  and	
  agency	
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   Post	
  mortem	
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•  How	
  do	
  we	
  do	
  that?	
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Death:	
  The	
  Human	
  Experience	
  exhibiWon.	
  
User	
  Survey	
  (n=589)	
  

•  Q10-­‐D:	
  I	
  think	
  discussing	
  
death	
  and	
  dying	
  can	
  oeen	
  
feel	
  inappropriate	
  or	
  taboo	
  in	
  
society	
  

	
  
	
  Strongly	
  Agree	
  +	
  Agree:	
  75,56	
  %	
  

•  Q10-­‐E:	
  I	
  think	
  that	
  we	
  need	
  
to	
  discuss	
  death	
  and	
  dying	
  
more	
  in	
  society	
  

	
  
	
  Strongly	
  agree	
  +	
  Agree:	
  85,79	
  %	
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The	
  Future	
  Cemetery	
  provides	
  the	
  space	
  
for	
  high	
  quality	
  research,	
  innovaWon	
  and	
  
creaWve	
  exploraWon	
  into	
  the	
  social,	
  
cultural	
  and	
  technological	
  aspects	
  of	
  end	
  
of	
  life,	
  death	
  and	
  remembrance.	
  
	
  

•  The	
  body	
  
•  The	
  biological	
  self	
  
•  The	
  digital	
  self	
  
•  Space	
  and	
  public	
  domain	
  

The	
  Future	
  Cemetery	
  Project	
  
Partners:	
  Arnos	
  Vale	
  Cemetery	
  +	
  REACT	
  +	
  Pervasive	
  Media	
  Studio	
  +	
  
Watershed	
  +	
  Calling	
  the	
  Shots	
  +	
  Center	
  for	
  Death	
  and	
  Society	
  +	
  Bath	
  
University	
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The	
  Future	
  Cemetery	
  project	
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DESIGN	
  COMPETITION	
  
Future	
  Dead:	
  Designing	
  
Disposal	
  for	
  both	
  Dead	
  
Bodies	
  and	
  Digital	
  Data	
  

•  How	
  can	
  the	
  concept	
  and	
  pracWce	
  of	
  
'Disposal'	
  be	
  understood	
  to	
  encompass	
  the	
  
organic	
  and	
  the	
  inorganic,	
  the	
  physical	
  and	
  
the	
  digital?	
  

•  How	
  might	
  relaWons	
  between	
  the	
  body,	
  the	
  
person,	
  and	
  digital	
  memories	
  be	
  unfolded,	
  
intertwined,	
  separated	
  or	
  combined?	
  	
  

•  Should	
  disposal	
  of	
  the	
  body	
  be	
  followed	
  by	
  
disposal	
  of	
  remnant	
  digital	
  interacWons?	
  	
  

•  Does	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  be	
  dead	
  also	
  mean	
  the	
  right	
  
to	
  be	
  forgooen?	
  

•  Finally,	
  what	
  role	
  can	
  future	
  cemeteries	
  play	
  
in	
  managing	
  new	
  disposal	
  possibiliWes	
  and	
  
realiWes?	
  

•  How	
  can	
  these	
  points	
  be	
  addressed	
  within	
  
Arnos	
  Vale	
  Cemetery’s	
  Strategic	
  Challenges?	
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  Student	
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31	
  applicaWons	
  out,	
  9	
  proposals	
  in	
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Proposal	
   Bodily	
  
disposal	
  

Digital	
  
interac>ons	
  

Spa>al	
  site	
  
interven>on	
  

Virtual	
  
pla@orm	
  

A	
   x	
   x	
   x	
   -­‐	
  

B	
   -­‐	
   x	
   -­‐	
   x	
  

C	
   -­‐	
   x	
   x	
   -­‐	
  

D	
   -­‐	
   x	
   x	
   x	
  

E	
   x	
   x	
   x	
   -­‐	
  

F	
   -­‐	
   -­‐	
   x	
   -­‐	
  

G	
   x	
   -­‐	
   x	
   -­‐	
  

H	
   -­‐	
   x	
   -­‐	
   x	
  

I	
   -­‐	
   x	
   -­‐	
   x	
  

Bodily	
  
disposal	
  

Digital	
  
interacWons	
  

SpaWal	
  site	
  
intervenWon	
  

Virtual	
  
plaXorm	
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Sum	
  up	
  
•  Death	
  generates	
  public	
  interest	
  and	
  value	
  in	
  a	
  cultural	
  economy	
  
•  A	
  sensiWve	
  and	
  difficult	
  start-­‐up-­‐industry	
  
•  Absence	
  both	
  privately	
  and	
  publicly,	
  few	
  plan	
  their	
  funeral	
  ahead	
  
•  Public	
  engagement,	
  visual	
  display	
  and	
  acWve	
  parWcipaWon	
  generates	
  

communicaWon.	
  
•  Spaces	
  for	
  reflecWon	
  establishes	
  and	
  connects	
  mental	
  spaces	
  –	
  wellbeing?	
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