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Thursday 17 June

Keynote Lecture 16:00 - 17:30
Tullio Prestileo - Moving the Fence: Migrants, COVID and New Obstacles to Healthcare
Respondent: Jess Potter

[See abstract below]

Friday 18 June

Morning session 10:00 — 12:15
10:00 Welcome from the DwB Team
10:10 PANEL 1: Borders

Carlo Botrugno - Ferry Quarantine: The pandemic as a pretext to restore inhuman
treatments and deny right to health to migrants and asylum-seekers

Jacques Wels - Absence and Invisibility: A Survey assessing the Health of Stranded Migrants
aiming to Enter Japan during the COVID-19 epidemic

10:35 Discussion
10:50 Break
11:00 PANEL 2: Within Borders

Gwyneth Lonergan — Update on ‘Who is a temporary migrant? Access to maternity care in
the NHS’

Kitty Worthing - Registration without documentation: an exploration of the reluctance to
register patients without documents in North East London

Alex Farines - 'Stay at home' inequalities: Housing as infrastructure of care

11:40 Discussion
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12:00 Panellist rounds

12:10 Wrap-up

12:15 Lunch break

Afternoon Session: 14:00-15:30

14:00 Welcome back

14:10 PANEL 3: Public Health Borders

14:50

15:10

15:20

15:30

Leslie Gross-Wyrtzen and Fredy Melingui - Dis/Placing the Virus: The securitization of public
health and its effects on transit migrants in Morocco

Angels Escriva, Natalia Ribas and Juan Alguaci - See, Hear and Speak no Evil. The healthcare
and health condition of Moroccan women recruited as seasonal strawberry pickers in Spain

Sadaf Noor E Islam and Nayanika Mookherjee - Mistrust and COVID-19 among the Rohingya
refugees in Bangladesh

Discussion
Panellist rounds
Reflections from creative collaborator Suhaiymah Manzoor-Khan

Wrap-up and close
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Keynote Lecture

Moving the Fence:
Migrants, COVID and New Obstacles to Healthcare

Dr. Tullio Prestileo

Medical Director, Infectious Diseases Clinic
Civic Hospital Benefratelli (Palermo, Sicily)

Abstract

In step with the shifting terrain of EU politics, the past two years have seen the strengthening of
existing barriers to migration even as the COVID-19 pandemic has provided an opportunity to erect
new barricades to migratory journeys. Yet migratory movements are inevitable. Notwithstanding the
above obstacles, Sicily has received over 10,000 new arrivals between January and April 2021.
Clearly, whether one likes it or not, we must reckon with this reality. We cannot find ourselves in a
position where we must welcome women, men and children who only ask for a better life,
completely unprepared. On April 24 of this year, an entirely preventable and avoidable massacre
involving the death of 130 migrants occurred in the midst of an ineffectual rescue operation. We
must undertake all those measures necessary to safeguard life, beginning with the patrol and coast
guard system in the Sicilian canal. The Reception System too must find solutions that are more
effective. It is not enough to guarantee the basic needs of individuals. Without initiating a process of
integration and dialogue, the very possibility of a multi-ethnic and democratic way of life is
foreclosed.

Education, health and work can and must form the starting point for a true politics of cohabitation.
My experience as a doctor underscores the importance of not stigmatizing patients, their care or the
management of disease. Article 32 of the Italian Constitution guarantees the right to health and the
right to be treated to all those present on Italian territory. This methodological model recognizes all
patients without prejudice or difference and serves as an injunction to simply follow the letter of the
Law and Constitution. In my experience, safeguarding the health of everyone represents one of the
first, necessary steps towards true integration. As the World Health Organization has noted for
decades, safeguarding the health of all must be coupled with the capacity for education and work if
global aspirations to “Good Health and Wellbeing” are to be realized.
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About the speakers

Tullio Prestileo is a medical doctor and infectious diseases specialist who has 30 years’ experience in
the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases, in particular HIV. Over the past 20 years, he has
been involved in the reception, care and treatment of migrants. His focus has been on the
management and identification of the most commonly observed infections in migrant populations:
HIV, Tuberculosis, Hepatitis B (HBV) and C (HCV), as well as Tropical diseases (in particular parasite
infections). He has established a citizen’s network initiative (I.T.a.C.A.) to provide a multidisciplinary
approach to healthcare, as well as information on the right to health and the protection of other
rights. He is president of the National Association for the Fight against AIDS (ANLAIDS), Sicily and
President of the StopTB Association, Sicily. He is also a member of the National Focal Point at the
Instituto Superiore di Sanita (Rome). He is currently the Medical Director of the Infectious Diseases
Clinic and Head of the Migrant Assistance Office at the Civic Hospital-Benefratelli in Palermo, Sicily.

Jess Potter is a Consultant in Respiratory Medicine, London. Her MRC-funded PhD explored access
to healthcare for migrants with TB in the UK. Alongside her research, Jess campaigns with a number
of grass roots organisations to improve healthcare access for migrants in the UK. She has spoken
about these issues on radio and television and written in the national press. She was presented with
the Champion Award at the Women on the Move Awards in 2019 for her work on the
#PatientsNotPassports campaign.

Suhaiymah Manzoor-Khan is an educator, award-winning poet and published writer from Leeds. She
is the author of poetry collection, Postcolonial Banter, co-author of the anthology, A Fly Girl’s Guide
to University: Being a woman of colour at Cambridge and other institutions of power and elitism; co-
essayist in | Refuse to Condemn: resisting racism in times of national security, and Cut From the
Same Cloth? as well as host of the Breaking Binaries podcast. Her work disrupts common
understandings of history, race, knowledge and power - particularly interrogating the purpose of
narratives about Muslims, gender and violence. She is published in The Guardian, Independent, Al-
Jazeera, gal-dem and her poetry performances have millions of views online. Suhaiymah is currently
a Visiting Research Fellow at Queen Mary University of London and her poetry, articles and books
can be found on University and school syllabi. Find out more about Suhaiymah and her work on

her website and on twitter.

Registration

Please register for the workshop (and Keynote Lecture) on Eventbrite:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dwb-workshop-paradoxes-of-healthcare-entitlements-in-the-covid-
19-pandemic-registration-156171542287

To register for the Keynote Lecture only please fill in your details here:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/migrants-covid-and-new-obstacles-to-healthcare-dr-tullio-
prestileo-registration-155750258215
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