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Socialising  
Nitrogen

Disruptions in the global 
n i t r o g e n c y c l e a r e 
occurring at a similar 
scale and severity to 
cl imate change, with 
w i d e r e a c h i n g 
consequences for life on 
earth.


Yet public salience of 
this issue is  
exceptionally low. 

Currently, there is very 
little scholarship in the 

social sciences and 
humanities that 

addresses nitrogen. 

In contrast to (for example) 
carbon, and its role in 
climate change, nitrogen 
r e m a i n s v a s t l y 
u n d e r s t u d i e d a s a n 
elemental species.

A manifesto for socialising N 
This workshop brings together a diverse group of 
scholars from across the social sciences and humanities 
to query the questions: what is nitrogen? In what ways is 
it made visible by scientific methods and knowledges, or 
perceptible ecological interactions? How does it interact 
with broader ecological and cultural communities, and 
what is its role in shaping and co-constituting societies?

What relationships does nitrogen have with others, 
and how can we better understand its cultural, 
ethical, affectual and aesthetic interactions — in 
other words, its social life? 
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